
Lakes Committee - Town of Plum Lake 
June 17, 2026, 10:00 am
Plum Lake Library, Sayner WI


Present:  Wayne Ax, Wayne Bernahl Cheryl Carper, Jim Haberle, Joe Heitz, Cathy Higley, Bob Jackson, Lynn Wiggins, Rand Atkinson (Walleye Restoration Foundation) 
The meeting was called to order at 10:00 a.m. by Bob Jackson, Chair.   

1. Open Meeting Verification – Notice of the meeting was appropriately posted at the Sayner United States Post Office and on the Town of Plum Lake website. 

2. Minutes of the May 20, 2026 Meeting – Upon a motion by Joe Heitz and seconded by Cheryl Carper, the minutes of the May 20, 2026 meeting were unanimously approved.

3. Treasurer’s Report –In Doug Pinney’s absence Bob Jackson reported that as of June 8, 2026 $1850.00 had been received in AIS donations, all for Razorback Lake.  Bob thanked Wayne Ax for his efforts.  Additional contributions have been received.  
Upon a motion by Bob Jackson and seconded by Cheryl Carper, the Treasurer’s report was unanimously accepted. 


4. New Business – Status of 2026 Programs –
A. Lake Management Plan Update Surveys - Tim Hoyman plans to attend the July 15 Committee meeting and will provide details of the projects.  The Little Star and Razorback surveys will be complete before the July meeting.  
B. BLIMS
i. Maintenance – All cameras are operational.  The speaker on Irving has been replaced.
ii. Enforcement and Video Monitoring – No violations have been reported to date.  Joe Heitz will confirm with Lake Shield that violations are reported directly to Head Warden Chris Bartelt.    
C. Clean Boats/Clean Waters (CBCW) 
 
i. Monitoring Coverage – Coverage appears to be going well with occasional intern absences that have been rescheduled.    Wayne Ax noted that some of the interns are unaware when there is Eurasian watermilfoil (EWM) in the lake they are monitoring. 
	
D. Little Star Remediation – The Onterra survey for EWM will be reported at the next meeting.    

E. Rapid Response Lake Surveys – The 2025 Town of Plum Lake AIS and Lake Surveys Report by the North Lakeland Discovery Center was distributed to the Committee in early June.  It is interesting to note that no spiny water flea were detected in Plum Lake during the survey.   Cathy Higley reported that during the County’s recent attempt to collect spiny water flea samples from Plum Lake, no spiny water flea were found.  Although quantitative studies have not been done, native daphnia populations appear normal.   

F. Fish Sticks – No new report.   

G. Boat Decontamination –The decontamination program started the weekend of June 6.  Consistent with the last several years, there continue to be few people accepting decontamination.  Alternative methods to encourage boat decontamination are being discussed.  The program is receiving positive reviews in the local news. 

5. Vilas County Update – Cathy Higley reported on the following projects.  
A. Decontamination Units – The program is in progress.  See 4.G. above.
B. Shoreline 101 – Vilas County Land & Water, Vilas County Zoning and DNR Permitting are offering a Shorelines 101 workshop at the Boulder Junction Community Center on Monday June 29 from 10:00-11:30 am and again virtually on Monday July 27 from noon – 1:30 pm.  Topics will address best practices for habitat and stormwater management as well as ordinance compliance and permitting requirements on privately owned shorelines.  

6. Other New Business and Citizens’ Comments –
A. Walleye Restoration Foundation – Rand Atkinson, founder of the Walleye Restoration Foundation, presented the work of the Foundation which was formed in 2024.  With access to a 100 year historical walleye database, the Foundation is using the walleye as a prototype for other fish species in the lakes.  For the last two years the Foundation has been inventorying walleye as well as soil, rain fall, water flow and vegetation to determine what factors contribute to a healthy walleye population.  Based on the results of these studies, the Foundation has developed a portable shoreline walleye hatchery that, when placed in a suitable area of a lake, encourages walleye spawning.  After the hatchery has successfully spawned walleye for approximately four years, the hatchery can be removed.  Hatchery walleye spawned in the area will return to that site to spawn in subsequent years leading to the return of sustainable walleye populations.   Rand presented the details of the hatcheries and the Foundation’s hope to install the structures in multiple lakes that have suitable walleye populations and environment.  Details of cost and permitting issues are being addressed.   
The use and effect of dams on the various lakes and their effect on fish populations was also discussed.  Cathy noted that Vilas County Land and Water has been discussing the operation of dams with the goal of maximizing their effectiveness and minimizing adverse impacts.   

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:43 am.  

The next meeting of the Lakes Committee for the Town of Plum Lake will be held on Wednesday, July 15, 2026 at 10:00 am in the Plum Lake Library.  

Respectfully Submitted,                                                        


Lynn Wiggins
Secretary








Approved 7.15.2026
2

